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Summarize: The focus of this source is, very broadly, cyberthreats and cyberterror 

framed as a national security issue.  The author attempts to answer the key questions such 

as to what degree is there a credible or likely connection between terrorism and cyber-

terrorism beyond the suspected vulnerability of critical infrastructure and, at what point 

in the future such an attack might occur.  Later the author attempts to bridge the gap 

between the perceived threat and the imminent threat in cyberspace.  The article attempts 

to define cyber-terrorism, and evaluates the topic using frame theory and securitization.   

 

This article examines policy starting in the Reagan Administration through the George 

W. Bush administration.  The main pieces of legislation covered are the Computer 

Security Act of 1987, Presidential Decision Directives 62 and 63 in 1998, and the 

Homeland Security Act.   

 

Assess: This is reliable source.  This paper, which was published in the Journal of 

Information Technology & Politics, won the “Millennium Award 2006 for an 

Outstanding Research Paper by a Younger Scholar” from the Comparative 



Interdisciplinary Studies Section of the International Student Association.  Furthermore, 

the article underwent review by seven anonymous reviewers.  The goal of this source is 

to suggest whether the perceived threat of cyberterrorism is as genuine as politicians 

would make us believe.   

 

Reflect: This will be a very important article in my research because it speaks exactly to 

the direction I would like my research to take.  This article will help shape the critical 

infrastructure portion of my research paper by examining policy and presidential 

directives toward securing the nation.  Importantly, this source points out specifically 

how and why cyberthreats are considered a national security risk.  It also speaks to the 

legitimacy of this perception.  In addition, the author discusses the importance of the 

public-private cooperation that will be needed which is another theme within my 

research.  


